Acknowledgements
This volume has gone through a long gestation. Many of the papers in the final
version of this volume were originally presented at a conference on Precedence
held in Leiden, in 1996. That conference was sponsored by the International
Institute for Asian Studies (IIAS) in Leiden and was organized by Dr Michael
Vischer during his period as Research Fellow. Appropriate thanks are due to
Professor Wim Stokhof, the then Director of IIAS, and to his staff Drs Ilse
Laarschuit, Mrs Kitty Yant, and particularly Drs Marijke ter Booij for their help
in organizing the conference.
Initial paper editing was done in Canberra by the late Mrs Norma Chin, who
unexpectedly passed away in 1999. Those who had the opportunity to work
with Norma Chin appreciated her dedication and meticulous work as an
exceptional collaborator. Mrs Ria van de Zandt, formerly of the Department of
Anthropology in the Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, thereafter
took up work on the volume. She and Dr Barbara Holloway edited the first set
of papers and as more papers were added and earlier papers revised and updated,
Ria van de Zandt carried on this work to the completion of the volume. Her task
has been a formidable one and her efforts are enormously appreciated.
Ms Fatima Basic of the Cartography Unit of the School of Anthropology,
Geography and Environmental Studies at the University of Melbourne prepared
a number of figures and maps contained in this volume; these were corrected
and finalized by Karina Pelling and Miska Talent of the Cartography Unit in the
Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies at The Australian National
University. Special thanks should go to Duncan Beard of the ANU E Press who
has skillfully carried this volume through to publication.
The cloth on the cover of this volume is a nae romo cloth from the island of
Palu’é; the photograph shows the brother and sister pair, Sundu and Mia Poké,
with offerings made during the performance of the sacrificing cycle of the domain
of Ko’a on Palu’é in 1994. These ceremonies are discussed in the paper by Michael
Vischer in this volume which is intended to be read as a companion text to the
film: “Contestations: Dynamics of Precedence in an Eastern Indonesian Domain”
(edited by Patsy Asch, co-produced by The Australian National University and
The International Institute for Asian Studies, Leiden).

xiii

